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Statement of Problem.- As Americans we hare bean traditional­
ly proud, even boastful, of our system of public education. But 
when the figures for illiteracy among the soldiers were given out 
in 1918-1919, our pride had a fall. On the basis of tests, more 
than one-fourth of the young men of the country were found to be 
illiterate. The illiterates eame from all parts of the country 
and from all classes and groups. The World War helped us to realize 
seme of the defects of our education and the need for greater effort -
especially the need for the wider extension of knowledge throughout 
the democratic community. In so far, therefore, as schools are the 
chief educational instrument of democracy, our problem then is to 
determine "To what extent is Education Available to the Negro in 
Waller County and to what degree?** 
Purpose of Study.- The purpose of this study is to determine 
to what extent education is available to the Negroes of Waller 
County and to what degree by (l) ascertaining the ratic. of scholastics 
to the number of schools; (2) the extent to which the school is ac­
cessible to the scholastics; and (3) the extent to which the cur­
riculum and teaching personnel meets the demands of these scholastics. 
Previous Similar Studies.- Up to the present time no study has 
been made to determine the availability of Negro education in Waller 
County# A portion of the data presented here, nevertheless, has 
been included in a survey made by B. S. Luter in his analysis of 
the Hempstead Negro School Curriculum,* and also the study made 
by H. A, Bullock showing the "Availability of Public Education 
for Negroes in Texas#" Other than these two studies, so far as 
the writer has been able to ascertain, no other studies have been 
made to show the availability of education to Negroes to Waller 
County# 
Scope of the Study,- This study is extended to include all of 
the public schools in Waller County for Negroes, the historical 
background of the county, number of scholastics, sizes of the 
various schools, faculty training and experience, curriculums or 
course offerings and the physical plantB of the schools* 
Definition of Terms*- Availability, as used in this study, 
means the extent to which education is at the disposal of the 
Negroes in Waller County. Scholastics refer to the pupils en­
rolled in the Negro public schools throughout the county* 
Source of Data: 
1— Personal visits were made to each of the various schools 
used in this study# 
2- United States Census Reports for 1930 were used as a check 
against county figures# 
B. 3# Luter - An Historical and Educational Analysis of the-Ad­
ministration and Curriculum of the Hempstead Negro School From 
1867 to 1938 Inclusive. Prairie View College, 1939# 
£ 
H. A. Bullock - Availability of Public Education for Negroes in 
Texas* Eighth Educational Conference Bulletin, 1937, pp. 18-73# 
County# A portion of the data presented here, nevertheless, has 
heen included in a survey made by B. S. Luter in his analysis of 
the Hempstead Negro School Curriculum,* and also the study made 
by H. A, Bullock showing the "Availability of Public Education 
for Negroes in Texas#" Other then these two studies, so far as 
the writer has been able to ascertain, no other studies have been 
made to show the availability of education to Negroes to Waller 
County# 
Scope of the Study.- This study is extended to include all of 
the public schools in Waller County for Negroes, the historical 
background of the county, number of scholastics, sizes of the 
various schools, faculty training and experience, curriculums or 
course offerings and the physical plants of the schools. 
Definition of Terms." Availability, as used in this study, 
means the extent to whioh education is at the disposal of the 
Negroes in Waller County. Scholastics refer to the pupils en­
rolled in the Negro public schools throughout the county. 
Source of Data: 
1- Personal visits were made to each of the various schools 
used in this study. 
2- United States Census Reports for 1930 were used as a check 
against county figures. 
B. S. Luter - An Historical and Educational Analysis of the Ad­
ministration and Curriculum of the Hempstead Negro School "From 
1867 to 1938 Inclusive. Prairie View College, 1939. 
2 
H. A. Bullock - Availability of Public Education for Negroes in 
Texas. Eighth Educational Conference Bulletin, 1937, pp. 18-73. 
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3- Th8 Texas Almanac for 1941 was the chief source of in­
formation concerning the physical aspects of the county. 
4. Bulletins stating the proceedings of the 7th, 8th, and 
10th Educational Conferences at Prairie View State College served 
as guides.* 
5- A Historical and Educational Analysis of the Administration 
and Curriculum of the Hempstead Negro School from 1893 to 1938, 
inclusive, by B. S. Luter. 
6- Information concerning the personnel of the Negro public 
schools of Waller County was secured through personal contacts 
and from the County Supervisor. 
Method of Procedure.-
The normative survey method was employed in gathering data 
for this thesis, This method may utilize a number of tools and 
procedures such as, questionnaires, tests, check-lists, rating 
scales and interviews. The writer employed only two of these pro­
cedures in gathering data for this thesis, namely, questionnaires 
and interviews. Questionnaires or inquiry forms which were prepared 
for the study were taken to each of the twelve schools in Waller 
County, The writer spent approximately three or four hours at each 
school observing the physical plant, heating system, lighting 
system, teaching techniques and library facilities. At least one 
*An Annual Conference sponsored by the college at which time a 
specific problem that confronts the Negroes of Texas is dis­
cussed by an expert of the college. 
perBOn, usually the principal, was interviewed on every occasion. 




BRIEF HISTORY OF WALLER COUNTY 
Location,- In the State of Texas only forty miles north-
meat from Houston, Waller County, which at one time was a part 
of Austin County, begins. At this particular time, Austin County 
was very large, and in 1873 it was divided into two counties— 
the western portion of the Brazos River remained in Austin County 
and the eastern portion was called Waller County,1 
Waller County has an area of 519 square miles with a popu­
lation of 11,500 people. It has a population of 22,2 persons 
2 * per square mile, and an altitude of 550 feet. There is a con­
spicuous absence of many trees on this prairie to interfere with 
the breeze; therefore, it has a temperature of 68,8 degrees. The 
Negro population of Waller County is 4,952 which is nearly one-
half of the total. 
Natural Resources,- The condition of the soil has contributed 
much to the natural resources. The soil is of sandy loam and al-
3 luvial with upper heavy clay. This county has a number of natural 
resources such as hard wood trees, oil productive areas, and sodium 
nitrate deposits. Agriculture was very extensive during the time 
^Op. clt,. p. 74 - Historical Educational Analysis. 
%he Texas Almanac, pp. 460-462, 1941, 
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of slavery which, caused the population of Negroes, at that time, 
to exceed that of die whites* 
Educational Background**' The first Negro public school of 
Waller County was built in 1867*1 This building was erected in 
Hempstead, Texas* which is now the county seat. There are ap­
proximately 5,400 scholastics in the county of which 1,576 are 
Negroes. There is to be found in the county one institution of 
higher learning, which is doing a fine piece of work along the 
lines of training Negro men and women to become worthwhile citi­
zens of the State* 
^Op. clt.. p. 15 - Historical Educational Analysis 
CHAPTER III 
/ 
ORGANIZATION AND ADMINISTRATION OF WALLER 
NEGRO PU3UC SCHOOLS 
Organization.- The local legal units through which public 
education is administered in most of the states in the Union is 
called a school district or a county.1 All schools in Waller 
County are under the supervision of the State Superintendent of 
Public Instruction, L. A. Woods. The County Superintendent is 
Miss Jijaiaie Ruth Ogg and the County Supervisor of Negro Public 
Schools in Waller County is Miss A. C. Preston who has under her 
direct supervision twelve schools throughout the county. 
The county does not accept the responsibility of supervising 
the Negro Public Schools but has all lowed Prairie View State College 
to use these county schools as a laboratory in which to train their 
pre-service teachers. This also involves the training of the in-
service teachers who cooperate with the pre-service teachers when 
they are sent out in the various communities. 
There are cnly four schools that have any definite plan of 
organization and each of these has the 7-4 plan of organization. 
The remaining eight schools are elementary, three of which give 
training through the ninth grade; three through the seventh; and 
one through the fourth and fifth grades, respectively. 
1 
Fred Engelhart - Public School Organization and Administration. 
Ginn and Company, New York, 1931, pp. 1-3 
> 
State Financial Support.- The public schools of ?.'aller County 
get approximately one-half of their support from State sources and 
one-half from local sources* 
The sources of income of the State for the available school 
funds are as follows: 
1- An advolorem tax on real and personal property having a 
maximum of 35 cents on the 1100.00 value. 
2- A poll tax of #1.75 on all voters* 
3- One-fourth of all occupational taxes* 
4- Interest from the investment in the permanent school fund 
which amounts to approximately $80*000*000*00 derived from the sale 
of public domains set aside for the public schools of the State by 
the Constitution of 1876* 
5- In addition to the above regular sources, the legislature 
may* at its discretion* appropriate any amount from the State*s 
2 general fund into the available school fund* 
6- In addition to the sources mentioned above which go into the 
available school fund* special appropriations are made biennially by 
the legislature to rural schools which meet certain requirements. 
Usually* appropriations are made to match the Federal funds for vo­
cational education* 
Annual Report of the Comptroller Public Accounts of the State of 
Texas. Austin, Texas, August 1940, pp. 7-23. 
o 
Bulletin State Department of Education. Austin, Texas, September 
1940* pp. 18-25. 
Local Support.- Local support of the public schools cooes large* 
ly from taxation which is limited to &1.00 on $100.00. 
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GHAPTER IT 
THE RELATION OF SCHOOLS TO THE 
NUMBER 07 SCHOLASTICS 
Nuaber of Schools.- There are twelve Negro public schools in 
Waller County that provide instruction Tor 1,355 scholastics* Four 
of these schools extend trhough the eleventh grade, three through 
the ninth, three through the seventh, one through the fifth, and one 
through the fourth, 
TABLE I 
NEGRO SCHOOLS IN WALLER COUNTY AND ENROLLMENT IN EACH 
Schools Boys Girls Total 
Hempstead 183 220 403 
Brookshlre 91 117 208 
Samuel demons 94 84 178 
Sunnyside 63 93 156 
Prairie View 69 82 151 
Longbridgs 30 
V 
21 - §1 
Pointer 26 19 45 
Pattison I 19 25 44 
Pattison II 15 21 36 
Old Samuels 17 14 31 
Waller 20 10 30 
Larry 12 10 22 
TOTAL 716 639 1355 
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This table cites one interesting feature; in that, it shows 
that there are more boys attending school than girls* This fact 
mkes Waller stand out as an exceptional county* The table further 
shows that over half of the total number of students in Waller County 
attend three of the twelve schools. 
Number of Scholastics." Of the 5,400 scholastics in Waller County, 
1,576 are Negroes but only 1,355 of these Negro scholastics attend 
school regularly.1 The reasons given for those who do not attend 
were either that they were too far away from the school or that their 
family was poor and they were forced to work. Table II shows the 
school population and attendance for ages seven to twenty. 
TABLE II 
SCHOOL POPULATION, ASS AND ATTENDANCE OF NEGRO 








7 through 13 yrs. 777 740 95.1 
14 through 15 yrs. 214 207 96.7 
16 through 17 yrs. 239 198 82.8 
18 through 20 yrs. 346 210 60.6 
TOTAL 1576 1355 88,0 
Table II represents Waller County's school population and enroll­
ment for 1940 for ages shown. It is readily seen that as the age 
groups increase, the percentage attending school decreases. As 
figures secured from County Supervisor, April, 1941. 
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contrasted with tha 1930 census, the percentage of those attending 
school in 1941 increased to 18,8 per cent. 
Table III gives the ago composition of Negro population by sex 
for the academic year, 1940* 
TABLE III 
AGE COMPOSITION OF NEGRO POPULATION BY SEX 






0 - 4  5 4.2 9.2 
5 - 1 4  11,2 10.6 21.8 
15 - 24 10,2 11.3 21.5 
2 5 - 3 4  6.2 7.3 13.5 
3 5 - 4 4  5.4 6.7 12.1 
4 5 - 5 4  5 5 10 
5 5 - 6 4  3.2 3 6.2 
6 5 - 7 4  1.8 1.5 3.3 
75 up 1 1.3 2.3 
TOTAL ALL AGES 49 50.9 99.9 
It was shown in Table III that the percentage distribution is 
49 per cent male and 50.9 per cent female. These percentages repre­
sent 2,498 males and 2,527 females, respectively. According to the 
table, it can be 3een that the population of Waller County is main­
ly made up of old and young people. Those coming within the range 
of school age, male and female, show 43.3 per cent. The middle age 
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group constitutes only 25.6 per cent of the total population where­
as the oldex group comprise 21.8 per cent. 
Charges in Hegro School Population.— Constantly there is oc­
curring a gradual decrease in the Negro School population in the 
Common and Independent Districts of Waller County. In 1933-34 
there were 1,553 pupils enrolled In schools throughout the county; 
in 1936-37 there were 1,550 pupils enrolled; in 1938-39 there were 
1,547 pupils enrolled; and in 1940-41 there are only 1,355 pupils 
enrolled.1 This gradual decrease can be attributed to one main 
cause which is migration.^ Child birth is remaining relatively 
constant. 
Physical Plants,- Waller County provides twelve schools for 
the education of Negro youths; namely, Hesqpstead, Waller, Brook-
shire, Pointer, Pattison I, Pattison II, Samuel demons. Old 
Samuels, Sunnyside, Longbridge, Prairie View Training School, and 
Larry. 
Hempstead.- The high school located in Hempstead, Texas, is 
one of the two brick schools located in the county. The school 
has a very desirable location; In that, it is located on the State 
Highway #6 which is the main highway of the county. 
The building is of the Bosenwald design and is of brick structure. 
It is about the most modern school in the entire county, and accomodates 
^"Data taken from Public School Directory, 1933-34, 1936-37, 1938839 
and 1940-41. 
^Texas Almanac, pp.621-22, 1941. 
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both elementary and high school students. The building is furnish­
ed with seven classrooms and a principal's office, all of which 
open into the auditorium. There are only three exits to the out­
side of the building and therefore, one can see that this building 
is somewhat of a fire trap for students. Three additions have been 
made to the plant but these additions are frame constructions. One 
building is for the elementary school, one for the Home Economics 
Department, and the other is the farm shop. 
The exterior of the buildings give a fair appearance while the 
interior presents quite a different picture. The plaster on the 
walls of the interiof of the brick building is in very bad condition 
and the windows are just about paneless. The lighting system is of 
modern design but yet the rooms are not properly lighted. The audi­
torium is of great size and is used as a study hall, assembly room, 
social gatherings, and for all other meetings where a large spaee is 
required to accommodate the crowd. 
V.aller.- The Waller school is a frame building just large enough 
for one good size classroom, but this room has been divided by a par­
tition in order to make two rooms. 
The two room school is painted white and appears to be very old. 
The two rooms can adequately accomodate about thirty persons. This 
building is supplied with eight windows, six on the south side and two 
on the east side. There are no windows on the mirth and west sides; 
therefore, correct ventilation is not had at any time. 
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Brookehlre.- The Brookshire school building is a sit room "L" 
shaped two story frame structure in fair condition. The school is 
without electric lights and the heating system is inadequate. The 
walls and interior are kept fairly clean, even though they do not 
possess the services of a janitor. The ventilation was satisfactory 
in that it is possible to get a cross flow of air. According to the 
way the building is constructed it is a proverbial fire trap having 
only one exit to the main floor. 
Pointer.- Pointer school is a one-story two room freme construct­
ed building with a small porch. Its windows are on three sides of 
the building and the back of the building does not have an outlet of 
any sort. The school is very poorly kept and it does not contain an 
adequate heating system. The building was built to accommodate about 
forty-five pupils. One can see that with an enrollment of forty-five 
pupils the school is filled to its capacity. The exterior of the 
building was fair, but the interior could be improved a great deal. 
Pattison I.- This school is a one-room one teacher school con­
structed of wood. It is in keeping with the majority of the other 
schools throughout the county. The school is by no moans conducive 
to study, and it is very much in need of repairs. The building does 
not resemble a school; in fact, it should not be used for school pur­
poses. It contains no equipment to mention, and is without a library 
of any sort. 
Pattison II.- This school, similar to the one just described, is 
a one-room, one-teacher frame building.- This school although small 
havhwhKU w«im I*. 
0MUAA 
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ia not as crowded as Pattison I because of a smaller enrollment. It 
Is sadly in need of repair. There were no electric lights and the 
heating system was far from being adequate to meet the needs of the 
students. 
Samuel Clemens.- The Samuel demons school is a four-room frame 
building which is kept in good condition. The windows are arranged 
so as to allow cross ventilation, but the building lacks a satis­
factory heating system and does not have any electric lights. The 
desks and chairs are in fair condition. This school along with the 
others have not attempted to beautify the campus. The school is 
situated on bad roads and cannot be reached following a hard rain. 
Old Samuels.- This school is a one-room, one-teacher school which 
is of frame construction. This building resembles an old church and 
should not be used for school purposes at all. It is in bad condition 
both inside and outside. It is needless to say that they have neither 
electricity nor proper heating facilities. The tables and chairs are 
very old and the ventilation is poor. This is an elementary school 
and only extends through the fifth grade. 
Sunnyside.- This school is located about seventeen or eighteen 
miles south of Hempstead, Texas on a poorly kept rural road. This 
school is a frame building consisting of six nice size classrooms and 
a large auditorium. This school is of the Rosenwald design and is 
under the supervision of tfllliam Batts, a former student of Prairie 
View College. Principal Batts is doing excellent work in the community 
and is one of the few wide awake Principals of the county. Sis school 
is well organized and with the exception of the Hempstead City School, 
it is the best school in the county* It is equipped with electric 
lights and the heating system is fair. The floors are kept in good 
condition and the building is so constructed that one can ventilate 
it properly* 
Longbridge.- Long bridge is a two-room frame building in poor con­
dition* It lacks the various things as electrio lights* adequate 
heating* proper ventilation* sufficient tables and chairs* and other 
necessary school facilities. It is situated on poor roads and can­
not be reached during bad weather* The approximate size of the 
school is rather crowded. The exterior as well as the interior pre­
sents a bad picture* 
Prairie View Community School*-* This school is the second of 
the two brick constructed buildings in the county for Negroes. It 
contains four classrooms* a small library and office but does not 
have an auditorium. The school is too small to accommodate the 
student body and they are forced to hold some classes in the Edu­
cation Building on the college campus. 
In contrast to many other schools throughout the county, this 
school has electric lights* proper heating facilities and proper 
ventilation. It does not have adequate tables and chairs to ac­
commodate the pupils nor does it have enough text books to supply 
*Prairie View Community School is a State-supported school and 
not a County-supported school; nevertheless* three of the 
teachers employed at the school receive their salaries from 
Waller County due to the fact that county children are allowed 
to attend. 
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all of the students* 
It is well organized and well supervised in all respects, and 
is considered as being one of the best schools in the county* 
Larry*-- This school is a one-room, one-teacher school con­
structed of wood* It is located approximately six miles south of 
Hempstead, Texas* It lacks proper ventilation, proper heating and 
electrical power* Larry is an e amentary school and gives acme form 
of education through the seventh grade* The approximate size of 
the building is 18 feat by 30 feet* Although the school is small, 
it is not crowded due to the small enrollment* The building materials 
were of the cheapest type, yet the school is kept in fairly good order* 
Summary of Physical Plants-
1- There are only two substantial brick buildings used for Negro 
schools in the entire county* 
2- With the exception of about three schools, there is a great 
need of more blackboards in the schools* 
3- Only three schools in the county have electric lights* 
4- Ventilation in most cases was very poor with the exception 
of about four schools; the facilities for ventilating correctly are 
inadequate for the number of students* 
5- In most of the schools, the seats are ill-arranged for the 
best lighting affect* 
6- The heating systems, with one exception, in all of the build­
ings are inadequate and need improvement* 
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7- In sons instances, no fuel is provided and the students 
are required to hunt wood and lumber to warm themselves during 
the winter months* 
8- Host of the buildings are greatly in need of paint and 
repair both inside and outside. 
9* Only one school is provided with the proper instructional 
equipment* 
10— The sines of the classrooms in many cases were too small* 
Table 17 shows the type of equipment found in the Negro public 
schools in Waller County* 
TABLE 17 
TYPE Of EQUIPMENT IN EACH OF THE TWELVE 
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Prairie View Community X X X X X X X X 
Hempstead X X X X X X X X X 
Sunnyside X x x x X x x x x 
Brookshire X x X x X 
Samuel demons X X X x 
Old demons x 
Pattison I X 
Pattison II X X 
Waller X X X 
Larry- X X 
Pointer X X 
Lon&bridge X X 
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From the previous table a person looking at the checks for 
the Prairie View Community School, Hempstead or Sunny side would 
get the impression that these schools are well equipped whereas 
they are not. Even though they hare been checked as possessing 
a library. Prairie View Community School, Hempstead and Sunnyside 
only have 1,500, 350 and 250 books respectively in their libraries, 
and a number of these are duplications of the textbooks issued to 
th8 pupils. The same idea holds true when it comes to recreation­
al equipment and blackboards. True enough, the schools possess 
these items too but not to any greet extent. No school has more 
than a swing, "see-saw" or basketball court, yet they do have some 
form of recreational equipment. In many instances, as in the eases 
of Larry and Pointer, the schools have made their own blackboards, 
«r>d they are far from being satisfactory. Tables and chairs which 
seem to be had by all are very dilapidated and obsolete yet they 
are classed as having an ample supply. 
Table V will give information concerning the length of the 
school terms of the various schools in Waller County since they do 
not run the same length of time. 
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TABLE V 
LENGTH OF SCHOOL TERMS OF TWELVE NEGRO 
PUBLIC SCHOOLS IN WALLER COUNT! 








Prairie View 9 
Larry 8 
Pattison 1 7 
Fattison 11 7 
Samuel Clemons 7 
Old Clemons 7 
Table V shows that the majority of the schools provide in­
struction for their pupils over a period of nine months. The 
four high schools; namely, Hempstead, Brookshire, Sunnyside, 
and Prairie View provide instruction for nine months. Only one 
school provides instruction for eight months. Of the four schools 
that taught for a period of seven months, three of them are one-




THE AVAILABILITY OF THE SCHOOL 
TO THE SCHOLASTICS 
la this chapter the writer is attempting to show where the schools 
are located and how they may be reached by the scholastics, which are 
to a great extent, scattered all over the county* 
Location of Schools**- Prairie View Co anunity School is located 
on the Prairie View State Co lege campus six miles south of Hempstead, 
Texas just off highway #290* It may be reached during all weather be­
cause the roads leading to it are paved and exceptionally good. 
Sam Schwartz High School is located in the incorporated community 
of Hempstead, Texas on route #290, It too is easily accessible be­
cause it is situated right off the highway* 
Waller School is located about four miles southeast of Prairie 
View and nine miles southeast of Hempstead just off route #290* The 
road leading to the Waller School is in poor conditio? yst it can be 
easily reached* 
Sunnyside School la located approximately seventeen or eighteen 
miles south of Hempstead on a poorly kept rural road* The school is 
near what is called the "flats" and when there are heavy rains it is 
very difficult to get to the school* 
Samuel Clemens School and Old Samuel School are located in tha 
southwest section of the county on poorly kept roads which is a great 
*Sae Figure 1, p. 24 
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handicap. 
Larry School is located approximately six miles southwest of 
Hempstead, Texas, on the regular mall route. The roads are not as 
poor as others since they are graded occasionally, yet they are not 
any too good. 
The district in which Pattison I and Pattison II are located is 
about thirty-seven miles from Prairie View between White Oak Bayou 
and the Brazos River. It is between Brookshlre and Sealy on a regu­
lar county road which leads to the Pattison community. 
Pointer School is located about thirty-two miles southwest of 
Hempstead on bad ill-kept roads. It is near the Fort Bend Comity 
line which is the adjoining county. 
Longbridge School is situated about twenty-nine miles south of 
Hempstead just beyond Brookshlre on extremely poor roads and cannot 
be reached during bad weather. 
Brookshlre School 13 about twenty-three miles southeast of Hemp­
stead on very poor roads. During heavy rains, which occur quite fre­
quently in winter, the roads leading to the Brookshlre School are as 
impassable in spots as the roadB leading to Sunny side School. The 
State however is making some improvements on the roads between 
Pattison and Brookshlre. 
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FIGURE I 
Location of Negro Public Schools 




. COUNTY BB.ONSARY 




v ^"'V* \ 
•ponr 
COUNTY 
*Used by permission of W'. R. Harrison, Professor of Rural Sociology, 1939-40, 
Prairie View State College, Prairie View, Texas. 
Table VI will show the percentage of scholastics living 
range of from less than one mile to over eleven miles of the 




PER CENT DISTRIBUTION OF 1,355 NidGRO 
SCHOLASTICS OF WALLER COUNTY AS 
Number Miles 
From Sohool Per Cent 
Under 1 Mile 17.7 
1 to S Miles 32.6 
3 to 5 Miles 34*8 
6 to 8 Miles 7,5 
8 to 10 Miles 4.2 
11 Miles k Over 1.0 
TOTAL 97.8 
Table VI shows that the majority of the students live within a 
range of three to five miles from the school attended* Even though 
there are some who:live six miles and over j they only constitute about 
twelve per cent of the total attendance. 
Method of Transportation*- There are only four bunes in the entire 
county to transport something like fifty per cent of the school attend­
ance, which in the terms of figures, amounts to approximately seven 
hundred students* These buses often have to make three and four trips 
going and coming in order to get all of the children to school* These 
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ohildren ere not picked up at their homes because often roads don*t 
extend that far* So many who live five to six miles from school 
often have to walk one to two miles to catch the bus. Due to the 
fact that the number of buses are limited and these few that they 
have make so many trips* many students are late getting to school 
and are late reaching home* It seems that there should be some form 
of recreational equipment for the students who have to wait after 
school for the bus to return to pick them up* Whether or not they 
are supervised in the manner they should be is an open question* 
The roads in the County of Waller as a whole are exceptional* 
ly poor and many cannot be traversed during rainy seasons when the 
weather renders them as aueh* The only paved roads in the entire 
county are State Highways, and only three State Highways touch the 
county in any respect* Such a condition even makes it hard for the 
students who are transported to school to say nothing of those who 
have to walk on such roads* 
Table VII will show the conditions which serve as the greatest 
handicaps to students with respect to their daily attendance* 
,-27-
TABLE VII 
CONT'ITIONS AFFi^CTIMO DAILY ATTSNDAKCB* 






It can readily bee seen from Table 711 that the greatest single 
factor contributing to the lack of daily attendance is the condition 
of the weather followed by illness. As previously stated, the con­
ditions of the roads make it almost impossible to get to school dur­
ing rainy weather. The children in the county often suffer from 
illness, which in many cases is due to improper clothing and lack 
of proper nourishment. This is a result of the economic conditions 
of their parents which in many cases are far below the average 
standard of living. Work caused only 13.6 per cent of the total per 
cent of absentees, however, it can be assumed that had these schools 
been located where more vark was available, the percentage would have 






These figures were secured from school attendance records through­




There are forty-seven teachers employed by the State to provide 
public instruction for the 1,355 Negro scholastics enrolled in the 
twelve Negro Public Schools throughout the County, This gives an 
average of about thirty-one pupils per teacher, an average far below 
the State average of forty-seven pupils per teacher," 
Table Till will show the distribution of the forty-seven Negro 
Rural Teachers of Waller County According to the College from which 
they received their training. 
TABLE VIII 
DISTRIBUTION OF NEGRO RURAL TEACHERS OF WALLER 
COUNTY ACCORDING TO COLLEGES ATT NDED 
College 
Number of 
Ten (fliers Per Cent 
Prairie View (State) 41 86.1 
Vary Allen Seminary 2 4,3 
Bishop College 1 2,2 
( 
Guadalupe College 2 4,3 
Houston Junior College 1 2,2 
ALL COLLEGES 47 99.1 
*B. A, Works - Texas Educational Survey Report, 1940, Vol, F,, pp, 118-121, 
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Table VIII shows that the teachers of Waller County have all 
done soma ark on the college level. From this table one can readi­
ly see that approximately eighty-six per cent of the teachers em­
ployed in the twelve Negro public schools throughout Waller County 
have, at one time or another, received training at Prairie View State 
Normal and Industrial College even though they did not complete their 
college training. 
Selection and Tra^i^f;-* Of the forty-seven Negro teachers em­
ployed in Waller County, all have done some work on a college level. 
Thirty-nine of these forty-seven teachers ars women and eight are 
men. This is accounted for due to the belief of many educational 
authorities that women make better elementary teachers than men; and 
the majority of the schools in t aller County elementary schools. 
This belief is further shown in the selection of principals for the 
various schools. Only three of the twelve schools in Waller County 
have male principals. 
Table IX will show the extent of training of the Negro teachers 
employed in the twelve Negro public schools in taller County. 
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TABLE IX 




Train ing Received 
1 Yr. 2 Yrs. 3 Yrs. B« 3* A. 
1 - - - 1 -
Waller 1 mm - - 1 -
Old Samuels 1 1 - mm • * 
Pointer 2 2 mm - mm — 
Hempstead 15 - - 1 14 «• 
Brookshire 7 - « 7 - • 1 
|
 
2 - - - 2 m 
Pattison 1 1 - 1 mm m m 
Pattison II 1 - 1 m mm -
Sunnvside 5 • - 3 2 mt 
Samuel Cleaons 4 m 2 1 1 -
Prairie View 7 m we - 1 6 
AIL SCHOOLS 47 3 4 12 22 6 
Table IX shows that over half of the total number of Negro publie 
school teachers have received at least a bachelor degree and that there 
are not any employed in Waller County who have not been to college at 
least one year* Four of the six Master degrees held by the teachers in 
the Prairie View Community School are also connected with the college* 
and it is this fact that has augmented their advance training* 
Table X will show the amount of experience gained by the Negro teach­
ers of Waller County* 
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TABLE X 
TEACHING EXPERIENCE OF FORTY-SEVEN N GRO FUBUC 
SCHOOL TEACHERS IN WALLER COUNTY 
Years of Experience Number of Teachers 
11 - 30 8 
7-10 9 
5 - 6  12 
3 - 4  9 
2 6 
1 3 
Table X shows that the majority of the teachers hare taught for 
a period exceeding five years. 
There were three new teachers among the group, but in each case 
or instance they were wall prepared and the superintendent as well as 
the county supervisor reported that they were giving satisfactory 
service. Six of the teachers were entering their second year of service 
and seemed to have profited much from their short experience. Twelve 
teachers were in their fifth and sixth year of teaching. Only eight 
teachers have taught for a period of more than eleven years. The 
average teaching experience of the forty-seven Negro public school 
teachers in Waller County is seven years. This would seem to indicate 
that the instruction should be on a rather high level as the teachers 
are a little above the average in training and experience. 
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Table XI will show the salaries received by the Negro public 
school teachers la Sailer County and the number receiving the various 
salaries. 
TABLE XI 
SALAHT RECEIVED BY THE FORTY-SEVEN N3GU3Q 
Amount Per Year Number of Teachers 
$ 300 - # 399 7 
400 - 449 11 
450 - 499 6 
500 - 549 1 
550 - 649 15 
650 - 1200 3 
11200 $1800 4 
"r> 
From Table XI one can see that the salaries paid are not at all 
commensurate with their preparation and training, which has just been 
previously discussed. In instances where married men are principals, 
they find it very difficult to properly support their families. The 
average shlary ranges between $450 and #550 per year. 
* Bullet in of the State Department of Education, Division of Negro 
Education, L. A. woods, Supt., Austin, Texas, Vol. 15, No. 2, 




AH ANALYSIS OF THE CURRICULA OF THE TWELVE H3SR0 
PUBLIC SCHOOLS IN WALLER COUNTY, TEXAS 
In many Instances in one-room schools, teachers have as many 
{ as seven grades to teach. The teacher has to divide her time be­
tween doing the janitorial work, maintaining discipline and such 
other routine duties as are necessary. The remaining time is then 
spent in teaching the fundamental subjects. For the most part, arith­
metic, reading, writing, and spelling were taught in all of the schools. 
Where one teacher had all of the classes to teach, the schedule was 
long and crowded and each subject was taught for only ten or fifteen 
minutes. History, geography and health subjects were secondary in 
consideration and were sometime taught only two or three times a week. 
Host of the teachers had their schedules available, but in many 
Instances it was just some writing on a piece of paper because they 
were not followed. In one instance the writer found that the teachers* 
schedule called for English for the third and fourth grades, study 
for the fifth end reading for the sixth and seventh grades yet she waa 
actually found sitting at her desk ma: ing out a report for the superin­
tendent while the first two classes were copying some sentences from 
a text hook, and others were talking end amusing themselves. In another 
instance where the teacher was supposed to be in class, she was found 
working in the garden while the pupils in the classroom remained un­
supervised. 
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The study of the curriculums of the -various Negro schools 
throughout the county further reveals the fact that the schools 
of Waller County are, to a great extent, neglecting those subjects 
which are of vast importance to their rural agricultural communi­
ties* This fact is shown in that only four of the twelve schools 
include any phase of agriculture in their curriculum; only six in­
cluded civics; two included home economies; two nature study; and 
one Included manual training* 
The majority of the teachers of the public schools studied in 
Waller County followed closely what was in the text book* By that, 
the writer means that without a text book as a guide the teacher 
would be lost. There is, however, a gradual change taking place 
in three schools; namely, Samuel demons. Pointer, and Hempstead, 
These schools are endeavoring to adapt a community centered cur­
riculum which is much more effective* The Prairie View Community 
School is the most advanced with respect to its curriculum which 
"at one tine was child-centered but is now community-centered due 
to the fact that the enrollment has increased and many students now 
attend there who previously attended the school in Waller, Texas* 
Hempstead and Sunnyside are the only two Negro schools in Waller 
County that teach home economics* Vocational agriculture is taught 
only at the Hempstead School. It seems that such subjects as the 
two just mentioned should be basic subjects and should be taught in 
all of the high schools of Waller County since it is a rural community* 
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CHAPT1R Till 
OTHER EDUCATIONAL AGENCIES IN WALLER COUNTY, TEXAS 
The forms of education that are about to be mentioned are forms 
of education that pertain to a large extent to the adults situated 
in Waller County, The various forms to be discussed are Vocational 
Education in Agriculture, evening school. County and Home Demonstration 
Agents, Jeanes Supervisors, and County and State Conferences, 
In discussing the manning of vocational training Prosser and 
Allen^ say that, 
"Education is the result of experience whereby we become more 
or less able to adjust ourselves to the demands of the particular 
form of society in which we live and work," 
In defining vocational education, these authors say, 
"If the conception of education Just suggested but not 
specifically embodied in words be accepted, then vocational 
education becomes that part of the experiences of an indi­
vidual whereby he learns to successfully carry on any gain­
ful occupation," 
One of the chief functions of much education in the county is to 
train »~n groups of men and boys on the farm for proficiency in farm­
ing, Agriculture is thought of in a much different way at the present 
time than it was formerly. In the past, people thought that anybody 
Charles A, Prosser It Charles A, Allen - Vocational Education in a 
Democracy, Chicago, Illinois, The Century Publishing Company, 
1985, Chap. I, p. 4, 
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could farm even though they had no education* That day has passed* 
and people now look upon the farm as a business*1 
Evening School*- Evening school for adult farmers which was 
started in 1921 is held in Hempstead and adjacent communities* This 
school is conducted by the teachers of vocational agriculture in Waller 
County* Meetings are held bi-monthly in various communities of the 
county* Factors revealed in the survey which is made by the person 
in charge, depend largely as to where and in what communities the 
meetings will he held* This survey also denotes the phase of work 
to be taken up* At present the topic of discussion is general farm 
problems* The avsrage attendance for 1939-40 was eleven persons per 
meeting; the average attendance for 1940-41 was nineteen persons per 
meeting. The increase in attendance is due largely to an Increase in 
the interest of the people in agriculture, v 
W* P. A, Educational Program.- The W* P, A. educational program 
is another form of adult education found in laller County* This pro­
gram was begun in the Hempstead community but has now spread to two 
other communities; namely, Brookshire and Sunnyside* Surveys generally 
determine the nature of the discussions. The teacher in charge must 
have spent at least one year in college in order to qualify for the 
position* Usually superannuated teachers serve as instructors for this 
2 
group of persons who in most cases are illiterate. 
• C* Cook - A Handbook on Teaching Vocational Agriculture* Danville, 
Illinois; Interstate Printing Co., 1938, pp. 5-8. 
ata secured from B. S. Later, County Supervisor or Vocational Agri­
culture, April 1941. 
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Extension Service 
Demonstration Agent.- Extension service was begun in the State 
of Texas In April, 1916, but a Home Demonstration Agent was not placed 
in this locality until 1919, At present there are now or anized thirteen 
Fop* Demonstration Clubs for women end six 4-0 Clubs for girls. The 
Hone Deaonstration Clubs are located in the following communities; name­
ly, Hempstead, Waller, Second Corinth, Broofcshlre, St. Paul, Rock Island, 
Wyatts Chapel, Lane View, Louisville, Sunnyside, Harper, Pointer, and 
demons. In no community is there a 4-H Club for girls where there is 
not a Hone Demonstration Club for women. The six 4-H Clubs are located 
in the following communities; namely. Waller, Broofcshlre, Sunnyside, 
Harper, Pointer, and Clcmons, These clubs have a total enrollment of 
712 persons of which 537 are enrolled in the women's Home Demonstration 
Clubs and 175 are enrolled in the girls' 4-H Clubs. Meetings are held 
bi-monthly once with the agent present and once without. Goals are 
set each year by the agent and her committee which are centered around 
various major demonstrations, such as the home food supply, poultry pro­
duction, and home improvement. Two representatives fro® eaefc of the 
thirteen Home Demonstration Clubs form what is called the Waller County 
•'1 Home Demonstration Council, 
County Agent,- A Negro County Agent was employed in waller County 
in 1916 and since that time he has been an asset to the community. There 
^Bata secured from Miss Hazel Tatum, Home Demonstration Agent of Waller 
County, April 1941, 
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are eighteen communities dense enough to have a County Club hut so far 
only twelve clubs have been organized, and at present only eight of 
these clubs are active. They are located in the following communities; 
namely, Sunnyside, Second Corinth, St. Paul, Itock Island, Louisville, 
Lane View, Brookshire, Pattison, Hempstead, demons, Samuels, and Rut-
ledge, Along with these clubs there have been organized six 4-H Clubs 
for boys which are located in the following coiruaunities; namely. Sunny-
side, demons, Samuels, Rock Island, Brookshire, and Hempstead. There 
are ninety-six men enrolled in the twelve County Clubs and 108 boys 
enrolled in the six 4-H Clubs. The actual needs of the community are 
determined by surveys and observation. Some of the main topics of dis­
cussion during the year has been dairying, meats, water supply, soil 
conservation and crop improvement. An average of two men from each of 
the twelve clubs constitutes what is known as the 'county Land Use 
,4' 
Planning Committee. 
Jeanes Supervisor.- Waller County does not have a regular full-
time Jeanes teacher, however, Miss A. C. Preston, who is connected 
with Prairie View State College as Assistant Professor of Sural Edu­
cation, is serving in this capacity; and the Jeanes fund merely covers 
her traveling expenses. Miss Preston is doing a fine piece of work in 
the county, and it is through her efforts that the rural schools of 
2 
Waller County have progressed to their present status. 
*Data secured from Eristus Sams, County Agent of Waller County, Aprik, 
1941. 
2Data secured from Miss A. C. Preston, County Supervisor, April, 1941. 
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Conferences,- There are fifteen different types of educational 
conferences and nestings that are held annually in Waller County at 
Prairie View State College; namely. Meeting of the Waller County 
Officials, Conference on the Improvement of Teacher Education; the 
T. M. C. A. Leadership Institute, Unit Fanners* Short Course, Agri­
cultural Leadership Conference, State N. F. A. Conference, Vocation­
al Honemakers Conference, Post Graduate Medical Clinic, State Con­
ference of Librarians, Educational Conference, the Leadership Insti­
tute, Mid-Wives Institute, Coordinated Institute, and Farmers* 
Short Course, All of these meetings are open to anyone desiring to 
attend. There are other activities held which are somewhat of a 
different nature yet they too are educational. These activities are 
as follows: the State N. F. A. Basketball Tournament, Vocational 
Agricultural Judging Contest, Vocational Homemakers Contest, State 
Basketball Contest WAA" Schools, James Weldon Johnson Memorial Exer­
cises, State High School Band Festival, Southwestern Relay and Tennis 
Meet, the Meheagris, Texas Interscholastic League Meet Class "AA" 
Schools, State Interscholastic League Meet Classes C and D Schools, 
State Interscholastic League Meet Classes A and B Schools, Honors 
Day, Coaching School, Boy Scout Camporal, and 4—H Encampment. These 
meetings are held in the order mentioned and thousands of people attend 
them yearly, A person attending these meetings has received the 
equivalent of a year's work in most colleges. 
Prairie View College should be commended for the fine piece of work 
it is doing towards educating not only the Negroes in Waller County hut 
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Hegroes of Texas and the south as well. It is fulfilling its aias 
to the best of its ability which are, (1) striving to serve the 
Colored Citizens of Texas at the point of their greatest needs; and 
(2) endeavoring to bring the students* training into closer relation­
ship with life*s occupations and problems.1 
^Prairie View State College Hand Book. 
State College, Prairie View, Texas, 




SUMMRT, CONCLUSIONS, AND RECOMMENDATIONS 
1- There ere twelve Negro public schools in Waller County of 
which two are of brick construction; the other ten are frame build­
ings* 
2- Of the forty-seven Negro public school teachers in Waller 
County, only eight were men; the other thirty-nine were women* 
3- All of the men teaching in the conty taught in high schools, 
and three of them were principals* 
4- The majority of the schools were found to be in poor con­
dition and needed a great deal of repairing* 
5- Very little recreational playground equipment was found in 
the county schools. 
6- Most of the teachers received inadequate salaries and were 
forced to reduce their standard of living to a minimum degree. 
7- The school attendance was found to be hindered greatly by the 
poor condition of the roads leading to the Negro school throughout 
the county* 
8- The health conditions of the schools were found to be very un­
satisfactory because of inadequate water supply and open pit toilets. 
9- There was found to be a decrease in the number of children 
attending school as they advance in age. This is due chiefly to 
economic reasons. 
10- The average teacher of Waller County has had seven years ex­
perience as a teacher in rural schools. 
X 
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11- There are 5,400 scholastics in Waller County of which 1,576 
are negroes but only 1,355 of these are enrolled in the twelve Negro 
public schools. 
12- Vocational Agriculture is taught in only two Negro schools in 
Waller County. 
13- Home Economics Is taught only at Sam Schwartz Negro school 
which is located in Hempstead, Texas. 
14- There are only four buses in the county to transport approxi­
mately 750 Negro scholastics. 
15- The Negro scholastics in Waller County as a whole are located 
too far from the respective schools which they attend. 
Education in Waller County is available to the Negro and shall con­
tinue to be in proportion as the following factors are improved: 
Conclusions 
1. Salaries of teachers 8. School surveys 
2. School buildings 9. Curriculum 
3. Training of teachers 10. Equipment 
4. Beautification of schools and 
grounds 
11. Length of school 
term 
5. Declining population 12. Libraries 
6. Attendance of pupils 13. Organization 
7. Bad roads 14. Lighting system 
Re commendations 
In consideration of the facts revealed in this thesis, the writer 
hereby makes the following suggestions and recommendations: 
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1- That better buildings should be provided for the Negro free 
schools of Waller County. 
8- That more recreational equipment should be provided for the 
students enrolled. 
3- That schools should be furnished with more instructional 
material and better teaching devices; and adequate equipment should 
be provided for schools where the sciences are being taught. 
4- Thet some means be provided to supply the schools with 
janitorial service so that the teacher can devote all of her time 
to the teaching of the students* 
5- Thr t an effort be made to increase the low salaries paid the 
teachers so that the teaching personnel can be raised to a higher 
level. 
6- That teachers use their influence in the community toward 
persuading parents to keep their children in school until they have 
finished their courses* 
7- That agriculture and community civics be more generally 
taught in the sdhools of the county. 
8- That the curriculum of the various schools be community 
centered* 
9- That more buses be secured by the county to transport the 
scholastics in Waller County* 
10- Thet more supplementary reading material be provided for 
the scholastics* 
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11- That more effort be exerted on the part of the County 
Board, County Superintendent and local educators toward better­
ing the present condition of the Negro public schools of teller 
County. It is their duty and it is only through them that the 







Name of School Location 
Principal 
Number of Students Enrolled Boys Girls 
Number of Students by Grades _________________________ 
Number of Rooms ________________________________________ 
Number of Classes Taught by laeh Teacher 
Number of Books in Library 
List of Subjects Taught _______________ ' 
Please check items that are available. 
Proper Heating System Proper Lighting System _______________ 
Adequate Ventilation Sufficient Recreational Equipment 
Length of School Term Length of School Day 
Number of Teachers Employed; salary, training and experience of 
each 





Miss Kula Mae ilackelroy - Prairie View Community School, Prairie 
View Texas 
Mr. William Batts 
Mr. A. C. Herald 
Mr, James Reynolds 
Mrs. W. L. D. Freeman 
Miss Jewel Chatam 
Mrs. Ada Robinson 
Mrs. Ruby Jackson 
Mrs. Celia Mae Davis 
Mrs. Agnes Cooper 
Miss Lubertha Toliver 
Mrs. Mattle Paley 
Principal W.R. Banks 
Miss A. C. Preston 
Miss Hazel Tatum 
Mr. Sristus Sams 
- Bob Burton High School, Sunnyside, Texas 
- Sam Schwartz High School, Hempstead, 
Texas 
- Brookshire High School, Brookshira, Texas 
- Larry Elementary School, Hempstead, 
Texas 
- Painter Elementary School, Brookshire, 
Texas 
- Samuel demons Sohool, Pattiaon, Texas 
- Old Clemens School, Pattison, Texas 
- Pattison I School, Pattison, Texas 
- Pattison II School, Pattison, Texas 
- Waller Elementary School, Waller, Texas 
- Longbridge School, Brookshire, Texas 
- Prairie View College, Prairie View, Texas 
- Prairie View College, Prairie View, Texas 
- Prairie View College, Prairie View, Texas 
- Prairie View College, Prairie View, Texas 
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